
MEMORY VERSE: As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways.  Isaiah 55:9 
SCRIPTURES: Numbers 12:1-16 
AIM: To teach that it is wrong to go against authority God places in our lives 
 
 
 

  Moses, was a very humble man, and he had a very  hard job of taking care of two 
million people and listening to all their complaining. He was glad he had his brother 
Aaron and sister Miriam to help him.  
 But one day Miriam and Aaron began to complain too. At first they started 
making fun of Moses’ wife because she was from a foreign country. Then they started 
grumbling and finding fault with Moses. God had appointed Moses as their leader, but 
they didn’t want to obey him. Instead of following his instructions, they wanted to do 
their own thing. Perhaps they were jealous. Perhaps they wanted to be the boss for 
awhile. God heard the three of them arguing.  

Suddenly, God’s voice rang out, to Moses, Aaron, and Miriam and said, “Go out 
to the Tabernacle, all three of you!” So the three of them went to the Tabernacle. Then 
the Lord descended in the pillar of cloud and stood at the entrance of the Tabernacle.  

“Aaron and Miriam!” he called, and they stepped forward. And the Lord said to 
them, “Now listen to what I say:   

 
“If there were prophets among you, 

I, the Lord, would reveal myself in visions.  
I would speak to them in dreams.   
 

But not with my servant Moses. 
Of all my house, he is the one I trust.   
I speak to him face to face, 
clearly, and not in riddles! 
He sees the Lord as he is.  
So why were you not afraid  
to criticize my servant Moses?”   
 

The Lord was very angry with them, and he departed. As the cloud moved from 
above the Tabernacle, there stood Miriam, her skin as white as snow from leprosy.  
leprosy was a very dreaded disease. A leper’s skin would be covered with sores. Leprosy 
was a very contagious disease, and the people who had it were sent away to live outside 
the camp.    When Aaron saw what had happened to her, he cried out to Moses, “Oh, 
my master! Please don’t punish us for this sin we have so foolishly committed. ”  So 
Moses cried out to the Lord, “O God, I beg you, please heal her!”  The Lord said to 
Moses, “Keep her outside the camp for seven days, and after that she may be accepted 
back.”  So Miriam was healed of leprosy, then kept outside the camp for seven days, and 
the people waited until she was brought back before they traveled again.        


